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food. Some laughed and some shouted. Wives of Suras and
Vykhanas as, Rishis, Gandharvas ascended the hill, near Narayana-
pura to have glimpees of the divine bridegroom. The crowd was
so dense that there was no space for a mustard seed to fall on the
ground. Followed by Pandits, reciting hymns from Vedas, and
blessing the bridegroom and accompanied by all, the divine bride
groom reached Padma teertha. Sage Suka, son of Krishna Dwy,
payana, saw Sreenivasa, and prostrated before him saying," How
bles&ed am 1 to see the Almighty!". He offered fruits and roots to
the bride groom mid wanted to treat the partys at a lunch- Hear
the best of the sages6* said Srimvasa,^ You are a mere ascetic^ a
celebate. We are all worldly minded. We are many also* So we
shall have our lunch arranged by the king^ Suka argued/61 am a
poor man, Govinda^ Yor are the friend of the poor. If you eat, it
means the entire Unvierse is fed/6 Vakula intervened to say that
the king night be waiting having made elaborate arrangements for
the lunch. At last the Lord accepted the sages6 invitation.

^uka offered food with tamarind juice and fruits after
worship^ ng Srinivasa. After prostrating himself before Srinivasa,
Suka req ested him to partake the offerings. Srinivasa was pleased
with the ^age'st devotion and ate some fruits, Lakshmi and
Vakula a so ate the food served to them considering it as good as
nectar Tne other sages were annoyed at the interruption The
Lord understood their mind. He blew air with his mouth. In an
instant e/eryone felt as if their stomachs were full- They felt no
more appetite. The party halted there on AshtamL The next day
ie., Navami, Thursday, Srinivasa mounted his eagle and procee-
ded. Bra.i.mac ontinued to lead the party.

^ t the sa lie time there at the bride's palace, Padmavathi
was give the B'IS] >icious bath. She was delightfully dressed and

deccraic^ Ak<^ M ija, well dres&ed, rode an elephent along wiili